DisjectaMembra
A caalogueof recentworksby Kim Gurney

Exhibitedat Gordat Gallery, JohannesburdgiouthAfrica
March 16 - April 5,2008



DisjectaMembra

A catalogte of recentworksby Kim Gurney
exhbited at
Gordart Gallery, 72 Third Ave, Melville, Johannsburg,SouthAfrica
March16 - April 5,2008

Thisexhibitionis dedicatedo myfamily for their loveandsupport:John,Dot, Jean,James& Leigh

With specal thanks and acknowledgemento:

GordonFroud& GordartGallery staff
JuliaTeale,for believing
KobusBrimmer,for sharingeverystep
JamesGurney,for the coffeethathelpedstartit all andfor exhibitionsponsorship
DominiqueFischerwho lifted meontothe startingblock
LeslieGurney,for hismemories
Zweli Mkhize andDumisaneKhumaloat the KhulumaniSupportGroup
Andthefamiliesof thefoll owing:
DumisaneHlatswayo
CasswellCastrokhumalo
BonganeShadracklindaMakhoba
Sicelo ChristopheMaseko
VuseMelanzi
Bheki EmmanueMlambo
Jeffrey Mlangeni
Theophillus SiphiweRaboroko
RichardRadebe
DukeEllington Xhola

Publishedoy Kim Gurney©
All rightsreserved
Johannédsurg, SouthAfrica: 2008



Arti st’s Statement

Disjeca Membra(noun):scatterednembers;disjointedportionsor parts: appliedto fragmentsof
poetryor fragmentaryquotatons

This exhibition coupkspainingsfrom two pardlel seies. Theoneis derived from photographiclidesof my
family takenby my grandfdaher during the 1960s,mostly depictinglife in sububanSouthAfri ca. Theother
serieds delived from thelastphotograph®f ‘the disappear@’, peoplewho diedduringa similar erain thefight
againstapartheidandwhoseremanshavenot yet been found.

Thesepaintingschallengeratherthanaffirm the paricular reality sef-consgously projectedby family
sngshots.Thecroppedformat,by forcing a mor e fragmented view, laysnew emphass andnuanceThisin
turn suggests lesscohesivemoreambiguousondiion benaththe construtedfacade.

Thetwo seriesalsocomnmenton eachotherasflip sides of adislocaedworld, bridgedby surprsing reonance
anddissonance.In this subte exchangdetwee a digjointed pastand the unfinishedbusines®f thepresenis a
restorativeattenpt to ‘re-memnber .

Overview

DisjectaMembrabegan life in 2006aspart of a broaderinvestigationaroundnotions of ancetry andheritage-
biological, culturalandother—thatinformedmy final-yearUCT Michealisexhibition, ascupturalinstallation.
During thisresearch,| rediscovereé calection of slidesmy paternalgrandfathehadgiftedmeasateenagen
wasstruck by their very particularseng of placeandtime.| felt inspiredto usethemasreferencefor a seriesof
artworks thusthesepaintingsbeganife atJuliaTeale’'sSpenceiStreetstudioin Sdt River, CapeTown.

Thecroppedformatsuggestedself earlyon: it drewattentionto inter-personatlynanics throughvisualcues
oftenoverlookedn thehiggerpicture.lt alsoinferreda viewfinderof sorts,peekng backinto memoriesof the
past.The neteffectwasto undermineghefixity andapparenharmonyof family mythology by creatinga sense
of subtke uneasethe actof looking simultaneouslyrustratedand enrichedby enforcedfragmentationThe
formatalsohadthe uncannyresultof extendingthe visualcommentaryfrom anindividual to agrouplevel: the
imageswereat oncedepersonalisedyithout their facial featuresyet appearedtrangelyfamiliar in poseand
circumstanceT hedistortedfloating imagesreferredalso to a broaderdislocationof reality representetyy the
trimmedlawnsandrecreationapursuitsof a suburbaraparthed life.

In Sepember2007,1 visitedthe Siyanikhumbulaxhibitionat ConstitutionHill in Johannsburg,anexhibtion
thatcommemoratethosewho disappeareduring apartheicandwhoseremainshavenot beenfound.Thereare
officially 477 suchpeople accordingto alist drawnup by the Truth andReconcilation Comnission(TRC);
despitesomecasedeingsolvedsincethen,therealfigureis likely muchhigher. The disappeeedessentially
representhe unfinishedbusines®f the TRC andby extensiorthe unfinishedbusines of our democratic
transformationl havea particularinterestin thisissueandthe TRC morebroady; it wastheresearchsubject
for my M.A. undertakenn London(1997-98).

| wasdeeply movedby Siyanikhumbulaandwasinspiredto derivethe secondpartof my paining seriesfrom
fragmentsof exhibitedphotographsasresonantounterpointl liaisedwith thevariousorganisationsnd
persongesponsibldor the exhibitionanddirectly wroteto asmanyof thefamiliesas possible Therepliesl
receivedwereoverwhelminglypositiveandtouching: “Pleasebefreeto do whatyou wantto do with the photo.
Maybetheworld will know thatwe are still waiting to hearor getthe bonesof the childrentheyhavekilled”,
wrote onemother.The brotherof anotherof the disappeare@whosebodywasfound) hadto identify the
deceasdby his shoes; the sameshoedeaturein the croppedpainting.

We arestill grapplingon anindividual andcollectivelevel with unresolvedegadéesandmythologies boundby
memoriesDisjectaMembrais areflectivevisualresponse.



Untitled 01 (2006-2007) Untitled 02 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxon canva oil & beeswayon canvas
400x 600x 50mm 400x 600x 50mm



Untitled 03 (2006-2007) Untitled 04 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxon canva oil & beeswayon canvas
400x 600x 50mMm 400x 600x 50mm



Untitled 05 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxon canva
400x 600x 50mm

Untitled 06 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswayon canvas
400x 600x 50mm



Untitled 08 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaon canvas
400x 600x 50mm

Untitled 07 (2006-2007)
oil & beeswaxon canva
400x 600x 50mMm



Untitled 09 (2006-2007) Untitled 10 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxon canva oil & beeswayon canvas

400x 600x 50mm 400x 600x 50mm



Untitled 11 (2007-2008) Untitled 12 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxon canva oil & beeswayon canvas

400x 600x 50mm 400x 600x 50mm



Untitled 13 (2007-2008) Untitled 14 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxon canva oil & beeswayon canvas

400x 600x 50mMm 400x 600x 50mm



Untitled 15 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxon canva
400x 600x 50mm

Untitled 16 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswayon canvas
400x 600x 50mm



Untitled 17 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxon canva
400x 600x 50mm

Untitled 18 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswayon canvas
400x 600x 50mm



Untitled 19 (2007-2008) Untitled 20 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxon canva oil & beeswayon canvas
400x 600x 50mm 400x 600x 50mm
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