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Overview

DisjectaMembrabegan life in 2006aspart of abroaderinvestigationaroundnotionsof ancestry andheritage–
biological,culturalandother– thatinformedmy final-yearUCT Michealisexhibition, asculpturalinstallation.
During this research,I rediscoveredacollectionof slidesmy paternalgrandfatherhadgiftedmeasa teenager.I
wasstruckby their veryparticularsenseof placeandtime. I felt inspiredto usethemasreferencefor aseriesof
artworks; thusthesepaintingsbeganlife at JuliaTeale’sSpencerStreetstudioin Salt River, CapeTown.

Thecroppedformatsuggesteditself earlyon: it drewattentionto inter-personaldynamics throughvisualcues
oftenoverlookedin thebiggerpicture.It alsoinferredaviewfinderof sorts,peekingbackinto memoriesof the
past.Theneteffectwasto underminethefixity andapparentharmonyof family mythologyby creatingasense
of subtleunease,theactof lookingsimultaneouslyfrustratedandenrichedby enforcedfragmentation.The
formatalsohadtheuncannyresultof extendingthevisualcommentaryfrom anindividual to agrouplevel: the
imageswereatoncedepersonalised,without their facial features,yetappearedstrangelyfamil iar in poseand
circumstance.Thedistortedfloating imagesreferredalso to abroaderdislocationof reality representedby the
trimmedlawnsandrecreationalpursuitsof asuburbanapartheid life.

In September2007,I visitedtheSiyanikhumbulaexhibitionatConstitutionHill in Johannesburg,anexhibtion
thatcommemoratedthosewhodisappearedduringapartheidandwhoseremainshavenotbeenfound.Thereare
officially 477suchpeople,accordingto a list drawnupby theTruthandReconciliationCommission(TRC);
despitesomecasesbeingsolvedsincethen,therealfigure is likely muchhigher.Thedisappearedessentially
representtheunfinishedbusinessof theTRC andby extensiontheunfinishedbusiness of ourdemocratic
transformation.I haveaparticularinterestin this issueandtheTRC morebroadly; it wastheresearchsubject
for my M.A. undertakenin London(1997-98).

I wasdeeplymovedby Siyanikhumbulaandwasinspiredto derivethesecondpartof my painting seriesfrom
fragmentsof exhibitedphotographs, asresonantcounterpoint.I liaisedwith thevariousorganisationsand
personsresponsiblefor theexhibitionanddirectlywroteto asmanyof thefamiliesas possible. TherepliesI
receivedwereoverwhelminglypositiveandtouching: “Pleasebefreeto dowhatyouwantto dowith thephoto.
Maybetheworld will know thatwearestill waiting to hearor getthebonesof thechildrentheyhavekilled”,
wroteonemother.Thebrotherof anotherof thedisappeared(whosebodywasfound)hadto identify the
deceasedby hisshoes; thesameshoesfeaturein thecroppedpainting.

Wearestill grapplingonanindividualandcollectivelevelwith unresolvedlegaciesandmythologies,boundby
memories.DisjectaMembrais a reflectivevisualresponse.

Arti st’s Statement

Disjecta Membra(noun):scatteredmembers;disjointedportionsor parts: appliedto fragmentsof
poetryor fragmentaryquotations

Thisexhibition couplespaintingsfrom two parallel series.Theoneis derived from photographicslidesof my
family takenby my grandfather during the1960s,mostlydepictinglife in suburbanSouthAfri ca.Theother
seriesis derived from thelastphotographsof ‘the disappeared’, peoplewhodiedduringasimilar erain thefight
againstapartheidandwhoseremainshavenot yet been found.

Thesepaintingschallengeratherthanaffirm theparticular reality self-consciouslyprojectedby family
snapshots.Thecroppedformat,by forcingamore fragmented view, laysnew emphasis andnuance.This in
turnsuggestsa lesscohesive, moreambiguouscondition beneaththeconstructedfaçade.

Thetwo seriesalsocommentoneachotherasflip sides of adislocatedworld, bridgedby surprising resonance
anddissonance.In this subtle exchangebetween adisjointedpastand theunfinishedbusinessof thepresentis a
restorativeattempt to ‘re-member’ .



Untitled 01 (2006-2007)
oil & beeswaxoncanvas
400x 600x 50mm

Untitled02 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxoncanvas
400x 600x 50mm



Untitled 03 (2006-2007)
oil & beeswaxoncanvas
400x 600x 50mm

Untitled04 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxoncanvas
400x 600x 50mm



Untitled 05 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxoncanvas
400x 600x 50mm

Untitled06 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxoncanvas
400x 600x 50mm



Untitled 07 (2006-2007)
oil & beeswaxoncanvas
400x 600x 50mm

Untitled08 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxoncanvas
400x 600x 50mm



Untitled 09 (2006-2007)
oil & beeswaxoncanvas
400x 600x 50mm

Untitled10 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxoncanvas
400x 600x 50mm



Untitled 11 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxoncanvas
400x 600x 50mm

Untitled12 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxoncanvas
400x 600x 50mm



Untitled 13 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxoncanvas
400x 600x 50mm

Untitled14 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxoncanvas
400x 600x 50mm



Untitled 15 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxoncanvas
400x 600x 50mm

Untitled16 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxoncanvas
400x 600x 50mm



Untitled 17 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxoncanvas
400x 600x 50mm

Untitled18 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxoncanvas
400x 600x 50mm



Untitled 19 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxoncanvas
400x 600x 50mm

Untitled20 (2007-2008)
oil & beeswaxoncanvas
400x 600x 50mm
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